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Where do we stand? 
A look at the EU cloud market



• Since 2017, the European cloud market 

has quintupled (> EUR 10.4 bn in 2022) 

• …but the market share of European 

providers has declined (from 27% to 

under 13%)

• Amazon, Microsoft and Google hold 72% 

of the market share

• Biggest European providers account for 

1-2% each (SAP, Deutsche Telekom, 

OVH) 

Cloud market trends in Europe



A situation well captured in the Draghi report



Cloud market trends worldwide



• An upward trend with 

important discrepancies 

• Small vs large enterprises

• Nordics vs Greece, Romania, 

Bulgaria

• Dominance of ‘basic’ cloud 

services

Cloud adoption in the EU 



• Growth in all segments, 

but strongest in SaaS 

• Sovereign cloud offers

• Cloud as a key 

ingredient for AI 

• Expensive and rare AI-

optimized equipment

• Increasing energy 

demand

Cloud market outlook for Europe



Where do we want to go? 
Targets for the Digital Decade



Digital Decade Report 2024



• Enable the EU to match the growth in cloud uptake with its global trade 

partners, in particular the US

• Any company with more than 10 employees

• 2023: 45.2 % of EU enterprises bought cloud computing services

Cloud target
75% of European enterprises have taken up Cloud computing services



Cloud target
Huge disparity in between geographies, size and sector



Edge target
10.000 climate neutral highly secure edge nodes

• This is about enabling the most innovative applications & services: on-site 

IoT, digitisation of industry, Augmented Reality, real-time AI over video

• 10.000 nodes would allow optimal coverage across the EU (including in less 

populated areas)

• Number of compute nodes providing latencies below 20 milliseconds; such 

as an individual server or other set of connected computing resources, 

operated as part of an edge computing infrastructure, typically residing within 

an edge data centre operating at the infrastructure edge, and therefore 

physically closer to its intended users than a cloud node in a centralised 

data centre.



14 https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/edge-observatory

Trend-setters (France, Germany, Italy, and 
Spain)
―Maintain the ecosystem, foster innovation, and 

disseminate best practices.

Fast trackers (Netherlands, Poland, and 
Sweden)
― Transition from gaining momentum to making 

a significant impact.

Trail Blazers (Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 

Finland, and Ireland) 
― Strengthen governance, boost deployment.

Beginners (Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 

Republic, Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Portugal, 

Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia)
― Experimentation and target deployments. 

Edge target – Deployment as of November 2023



What did we do already? 



The political mandate coming to an end has launched/achieved
a number of significant steps

Supply side Demand side 

Investments in research and deployment

(Simpl, Dome, etc)

IPCEI-CIS

EUCS *

Energy Efficiency Directive: Reporting on data 

centre sustainability indicators, minimum

performance standards

Data Act

• Recognition of interoperability standards and 

specifications in repository, creating de facto 

market requirements

• Switching charges

• Standard contractual clauses

DMA

Public procurement guidance *

Cloud rulebook *



What comes next? 





Cloud/edge computing in the Draghi report



Cloud/edge computing in the Draghi report



Cloud/edge computing in the Draghi report



Cloud/edge computing in the Draghi report



Candidate Executive 

Vice-President for 

Tech Sovereignty, 

Security and 

Democracy

Henna Virkkunen



• Reaching Europe’s 2030 Digital Decade targets. Lead their review in 2026.

• Boosting artificial intelligence

• Investments in next wave of frontier technology

• Develop a proposal for an EU Cloud and AI development Act to increase 

computational capacity and create an EU-wide framework for providing such 

capacity to innovative SMEs

• A single EU-wide cloud policy for public administration and public 

procurement

• Improve access to secure, fast and reliable connectivity

President von der Leyen’s mission letter to 
Henna Virkkunen (1/2)



• Strengthening cybersecurity, notably by improving the adoption process of 

cybersecurity certification schemes

• Rapid and effective enforcement of Digital Markets Act

• Deploy digital public infrastructure (EU Wallet, etc)

• Present a European Data Union Strategy

• Promote EU digital norms and standards internationally

President von der Leyen’s mission letter to 
Henna Virkkunen (2/2)



Thank you

© European Union 2020

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are 

not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Slide xx: element concerned, source: e.g. Fotolia.com; Slide xx: element concerned, source: e.g. iStock.com

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Slide 1: NexusForum
	Slide 2: The plan for today
	Slide 3: Where do we stand?  A look at the EU cloud market
	Slide 4: Cloud market trends in Europe
	Slide 5: A situation well captured in the Draghi report
	Slide 6: Cloud market trends worldwide
	Slide 7: Cloud adoption in the EU 
	Slide 8: Cloud market outlook for Europe
	Slide 9: Where do we want to go?  Targets for the Digital Decade
	Slide 10: Digital Decade Report 2024
	Slide 11: Cloud target 75% of European enterprises have taken up Cloud computing services
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: What did we do already? 
	Slide 16: The political mandate coming to an end has launched/achieved a number of significant steps
	Slide 17: What comes next? 
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Cloud/edge computing in the Draghi report
	Slide 20: Cloud/edge computing in the Draghi report
	Slide 21: Cloud/edge computing in the Draghi report
	Slide 22: Cloud/edge computing in the Draghi report
	Slide 23: Henna Virkkunen
	Slide 24: President von der Leyen’s mission letter to Henna Virkkunen (1/2)
	Slide 25: President von der Leyen’s mission letter to Henna Virkkunen (2/2)
	Slide 26: Thank you

